
RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE CITY OF OXFORD 

ESTABLISHING CRITERIA TO BE UTILIZED BY THE BOARD 

IN REDISTRICTING THE MUNICIPAL WARDS 

 

WHEREAS, an Annexation by the City of Oxford has been completed and the City recognizes the 

need to include its new citizens within existing wards, in a manner which shall seek to avoid 

population deviations in excess of ten percent (10%) among such wards; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Board of Aldermen of the City of Oxford, Mississippi, recognizes the need for 

redistricting the municipal wards in order to comply with the Voting Rights Act of 1965 and with 

federal court decisions; and 

 

WHEREAS, Three Rivers Planning and Development District has indicated it is willing and 

capable of performing the necessary analysis and preparing an appropriate plan to comply with 

applicable law; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Board of Aldermen has determined the following criteria must be met with 

regards to any proposed redistricting plan: 

 

1. The number of wards will not exceed the number of members of the governing Board of 

Aldermen.  

2. The ward plan shall be established in a manner which confirms the principles of one 

person, one vote, so that there is equality in total and voting age population among 

ditricts. 

3. The ward plan shall be established in a manner that insures the fair and effective 

representation of all minority groups residing in the municipality. 

4. Ward lines shall be drawn in a manner which strives to keep intact communities with 

established ties of common interest and association, whether historical, racial, economic, 

ethnic, religious or other. 

5. Each ward shall be contiguous, and consistent with prior redistricting plans to the extent 

possible. 

6. Each ward shall be as compact as possible. 

7. Each ward shall follow natural geographic boundaries and maintain equitable land area 

and road mileage, where possible. 

8. Incumbents shall be separated into individual wards to the extent practicable, but only if 

such action does not affect adherence to the primary criteria stated herein. 

9. Census blocks will only be broken when necessary to maintain equitable population.  

10. Voters’ rights: ward lines shall be drawn to avoid dilution of minority voting strength, and 

to avoid unnecessary concentration or fragmentation of minority communities.  

11. There shall be no partisan gerrymandering.  Ward lines shall not be drawn to create 

advantage for any one political group.  

12. Districts will hold “regular” shape, unless it is necessary for a District to take an 

“irregular” shape that is not influenced by racial makeup as the dominant or controlling 

rationale 

WHEREAS, the Board of Aldermen also sees the need to establish a redistricting committee with 

fair and adequate minority representation on such committee; and 



 

WHEREAS, the redistricting committee will present a recommendation for redistricting to the 

Board of Aldermen for approval;  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED as follows: 

 

1. That the criteria set forth above must be met, to the extent reasonably practicable, with regard 

to any redistricting plan; and 

2. That Three Rivers Planning and Development District be employed to perform the necessary 

analysis and prepare an appropriate plan to comply with federal statutes and State law; and 

3. That a redistricting committee be established which fairly and adequately represents minority 

population for the City of Oxford; and 

4. That a public hearing will be held to explain the details of the proposed redistricting plan and 

that citizens and other interested parties will be invited to participate and comment on the plan; 

and 

5. That the criteria established herein must be fulfilled prior to final approval of any redistricting 

plan. 

 

Upon a motion by Alderman ______________________________, seconded by Alderman  

 

______________________________, the matter was called to a vote with the voting as follows: 

 

Alderman Addy voted  ____________ 

 

Alderman Huelse voted  ____________ 

 

Alderman Antonow voted  ____________ 

 

Alderman Howell voted  ____________ 

 

Alderman Taylor voted  ____________ 

 

Alderman Bailey voted  ____________ 

 

Alderman Morgan voted  ____________ 

 

Having received a majority vote, the Mayor declared the resolution had passed as set forth above 

on this the ____ day of ____, 2019. 
      

CITY OF OXFORD, MISSISSIPPI 

         

      

 

       _________ ____________   

       Robyn Tannehill, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

_________ ____________   

Ashley Atkinson, City Clerk 


